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M0TE5 FOR THE PREMIER AT THE PRESENTATION OF THE AWARD TO 
BEST PRODUCTION OF THE YEAR STAGED IN ADELAIDE. 20 /9 /71 
MR. LEE , 
MEMBERS OF THE CLUB, 
^ D I E S AND GENTLEMEN: 
THANK YOU FOR INVITING ME TONIGHT TO PRESENT L E E ' S 
THEATRE CLUB AWARD FOR THE BEST PRODUCTION STAGED IN 
ADELAIDE FOR THE CURRENT YEAR. 
AS YOU KNOW SINCE MY GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN IN OFFICE 
HAVE MADE A LARGE INVESTMENT IN THE PERFORMING ARTS 
AND THE DEVELOPMENT OFFICER OF THE PREMIER'S DEPARTMENT, 
MR. LEN AMADIO, HAS TAKEN A CLOSE INTEREST IN NOT ONLY 
PROFESSIONAL AND 5EMI-PROFESSION THEATRE BUT ALSO 
THE WAY IN WHICH AMATEUR THEATRE IS DEVELOPING IN OUR 
STATE. 
Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
SOUTH AUSTRALIA HAS ALWAYS HAD A STRONG, SERIOUS 
THEATRE MOVEMENT EVER SINCE THE EARLY DAYS OF THE 
^DELAIDE REPERTORY THEATRE AND SUBSEQUENTLY DURING THE 
1930 ' s WITH THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE AVANT GARDE 
AB-INTRA THEATRE WHICH CLOSED DOWN SHORTLY BEFORE THE 
WAR. 
0DLLOWING THE WAR AND THE M ID-50 ' s THEATRE AUDIENCES 
FELL OFF THROUGHOUT AUSTRALIA BUT DUE TO THE ACTIVIT IES 
OF GOVERNMENTS IN AUSTRALIA AND THE SUPPORT RECEIVED 
FROM 5UCH ORGANISATIONS AS THE ELIZABETHAN THEATRE TRUST 
THERE HAS BEEN AN ENORMOUS RESURGENCE OF ACTIVITY AND 
INTEREST IN L IVE THEATRE. 
Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
50 MUCH 50 THAT THE SOUTH AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT HAS 
FORMULATED A POLICY PROVIDING SIGNIFICANT INCREASES 
• IN GRANTS TO THE PROFESSIONAL AND SEMI-PROFESSIONAL 
^PERFORMING ARTS OVER THE NEXT FEW YEARS AND THAT THIS 
ALLIED WITH NEW PERFORMING ARTS FAC IL IT IES AND WORKING 
IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE AUSTRALIAN COUNCIL FOR THE ARTS 
SHOULD PUT SOUTH AUSTRALIAN THEATRE COMPANIES OF QUALITY 
ON A VIABLE ECONOMIC FOOTING. 
'SUCH A PROGRAMME OF GOVERNMENT SUPPORT FOR PERFORMING 
ARTS IS NOT UNLIKE SIMILAR PROGRAMMES BEING ESTABLISHED 
IN ALL AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENTS. 
Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
GOVERNMENTS NOW SEE THE FINANCIAL SUPPORT OF 
PERFORMING ARTS IN THE SAME TERMS AS THEY DO THE 
PROVISION OF ART GALLERIES AND PUBLIC L IBRARIES. 
^THEREFORE IT IS VERY PLEASING TO SEE IN RELATION TO 
THIS THE ACTIVIT IES OF L EE ' S THEATRE CLUB WHICH HAS 
THROUGHOUT ITS L I F E PROVIDED AN OPPORTUNITY FOR MANY 
HUNDREDS OF PEOPLE TO ATTEND A WIDE VARIETY OF 
DRAMATIC PERFORMANCES IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA, OFTEN AT 
CONCESSION PRICES. 
Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
IT IS ALSO PLEASING TO SEE THE CLUB EXTENDING ITS 
ACTIVIT IES INTO SUCH AN AREA AS AWARDS FOR THE 
BEST PRODUCTION, ACTOR AND ACTRESS OF THE YEAR.. 
IT IS ONLY THROUGH ACTIVIT IES SUCH AS THIS THAT A 
GREATER PUBLIC AWARENE5S OF THE QUITE SIGNIFICANT 
QUALITY OF SOUTH AUSTRALIAN THEATRE CAN BE ACHIEVED. 
Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
I MOW HAVE GREAT PLEASURE IN ANNOUNCING 
AS THE BEST PRODUCTION TO BE STAGED IN ADELAIDE 
FOR THE CURRENT YEAR AS VOTED BY THE MEMBERSHIP 
OF L EE ' S THEATRE CLUB. 
Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
